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Your Quarterly CCLC Update
Our Mission
To achieve a connected network of functioning,
resilient ecosystems and working lands in the
coastal Paci c Northwest that can adapt to
climatic changes and other large-scale stressors,
through the use of collaborative, science-based
strategies that support the cultural, economic, and
ecological values of the region.

CCLC News Briefs
The Leadership Team welcomes new members: Vicki Finn (USFWS), Davis
Washines and Bill Sharp (Yakama Nation), and Chad Washington (Greenwood
Resources)
Alan Yanahan recently joined the Science Applications Program at USFWS. He
will provide coordinating and support role to CCLC, now that Tom Miewald
joined the NRCS
Visit our updated web site for information about the CCLC and the work we do.
See our story with this updated story map.
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Progress on CCLC’s Spatial Tool

One of CCLC’s primary efforts in early 2020 was mapping collective landscape
values (conservation, ecosystem services, working lands) that were gathered
from past community and committee meetings. The aim of the mapping effort
was to provide information depicting opportunities to conserve and perpetuate
shared values at the landscape level.
Once the preliminary maps were developed and CCLC had spatial data
representing landscape values, the question quickly turned to how CCLC could
make the spatial data accessible and useful for dialogue and decision-making. In
the beginning of the summer, we built a beta spatial tool in ArcGIS Online to
house the spatial information. This beta spatial tool has served as a platform to
engage partners across the landscape. We have been asking partners what
wants/needs the spatial tool could solve and at a more fundamental level, how
the tool itself should function and present information. CCLC has held meetings
with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife, land trusts, NGOs, Tribes, and timber organizations. As fall
rolls forward, we hope to gather more feedback from Departments of
Transportation, county planners, and small forest landowners.
Analysis from our initial conversations is still underway. One emergent theme
has been the importance of providing connectivity and climate
information/analysis in the tool. Additionally, we have heard about the usefulness
of illustrating which organizations are working where on the landscape. These
themes, and other insights we continue to gather, will in uence the design of the
rst publicly available spatial tool.
The rst version of our spatial priorities are already being used by organizations
who are interested in adding a landscape scale lens to their conservation work.
The Cowlitz Indian Tribe has used some of this information in their strategic
planning work. CCLC is also working with the Capitol Land Trust and Yakama
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Nation to incorporate spatial data on priorities for connectivity and working
forests, and the use of our web tool into their decision making processes.
If you would like to see our beta spatial tool, email Erin Butts for access. If you are
interested in utilizing the spatial tool to solve organizational questions you may
have, please email Erin or Adam Pereira.
We are actively looking for organizations to partner with to continue developing
the tool.

Maximizing landowner access to incentive programs . . .

Landowner Incentives Discovery Tool
Over the summer, the CCLC team made signi cant progress building a landowner
incentives discovery tool. Through past community meetings in the region, CCLC
partners shared their dif culty in easily nding which landowner incentive programs
might apply to their lands. They pointed to the lack of a central hub where landowners
can discover which federal, state, or local incentive programs may t their needs and
interests. By creating an incentives discovery tool, we hope to reduce the barrier for
understanding what incentive programs exist. The tool’s goal is to connect landowners
to organizations and individuals responsible for administering the incentive programs.
Our tool will provide a list of all the available incentives on a national, state, and local
level – with key details about each speci c program.
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To begin building the tool, CCLC compiled a database of roughly 50 national, state, and
local incentive programs in Southwest Washington and 60 pertinent programs in the
Olympic Peninsula. Then, to make the database landowner-friendly, CCLC built a
prototype within its website to display the incentives. Since we are still in a testing
phase, the prototype is hidden from the public. However, a brief video of the prototype
can be accessed here.
From our understanding, no organization in this region has attempted to consolidate
all incentive programs and present them based on location, type of land, and bene ts
offered. We are actively working with partners in our region to convert this prototype
to a publicly available tool. If you are interested in learning more or supporting this
project, please contact Adam Pereira. We are currently looking for resources to push
the project forward and establish it as a go-to resource for our region’s landowners.

Overcoming Barriers: Linking spatial
information to action
Spatial designs have been a hallmark of the CCLC as we work to build collective
impact in the face of landscape-scale threats, such as climate change and
expanding development. The CCLC seeks to make spatial data and visualizations
as relevant, compelling and accessible as possible to both technical and nontechnical viewers, with the goal of informing, inspiring and enabling diverse paths
https://mailchi.mp/9faafbfa9d5e/news-from-across-our-landscape-4179661?e=[UNIQID]
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towards collective action in support of a resilient landscape.
As Greta Thunberg once said, “If you fully understand the science, then you know
what you as an individual have to do.” So how do we make the growing quantities
of high-quality, spatial and other information widely available? How do nontechnical users, such as landowners, legislative aides or grant writers, gain access
to the technical silos of information that provide the primary evidence for
landscape-scale dynamics? And most importantly, how do we leverage
information to inspire action? The CCLC is investigating the potential of using
semantic web technologies as a catalyst for inspired action.
In collaboration with the CCLC and other partners, the NSF-funded OKN-SDS
project has developed a beta version of a semantic web-based platform called the
Knowledge Explorer that specializes in integrating spatial data with text-based
information. Semantic web technology is built on an underlying relationship
model (ontology) that enables machines to infer relationships among information
within the model. This makes relationships across information silos easy to
navigate and explore through natural language and map-based queries. The
semantic web-enabled Landscape Knowledge Base is the CCLC’s vision of an
information clearinghouse. The LKB would be populated with spatial information
from the CCLC spatial design database and also spatial data from across the web,
as well as with information about who is doing what, where and why on the
landscape.
This fall, the CCLC is continuing partner engagement in support of the spatial
design tool and the LKB. Following the lean business model approach, we seek to
develop the LKB’s ontology based on clear end user needs. We de ne user needs
as the information needed to inspire and support action towards achieving
landscape-scale goals, such as wildlife connectivity.
Contact Ann Edwards, Lead for the Landscape Knowledge Advisory Group, if you
are interested in learning more.
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Additional Landscape Conservation News
and Events
Look forward to our next newsletter where we will provide updates on exciting work in OR and
WA, modeling ecological connectivity across the region.
Now available: IUCN's Guidelines for Conserving Connectivity through Ecological Networks and
Corridors
Article in On Land underscores the importance of working lands to the future of conservation.
Read the article
The largest wildlife crossing of its kind in the world—and a rst in a densely populated urban
center: article in Fast Company highlights how a wildlife crossing over a 10-lane stretch of the 101
Freeway in Los Angeles is in the nal planning stages, with groundbreaking anticipated in 2021.
Read the article
Protecting Wildlife Corridors to Safeguard Biodiversity and People
A Wildlands Network webinar, featuring Senator Tom Udall
December 3, 2020
Measuring the Impact of Shared Stewardship: Tools for Measuring Success
A Shared Stewardship Peer Learning Series session, hosted by the National Forest Foundation in
partnership with the USDA Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters
December 3, 2020
Saying Yes to Wildlands AND Woodlands
A webinar hosted by New England Forestry Foundation, Northeast Wilderness Trust, Highstead
Foundation, and Harvard Forest
December 15, 2020
January 14, 2021 — Learning From a Year of Crises: A Fireside Chat
A Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition Annual Meeting virtual panel
The Future of Landscape Conservation: Cultivating Landowner Engagement
A Network for Landscape Conservation Policy Forum
December 17, 2020
Southwest Washington Forest Stewardship Coached Planning
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 - 6:00pm
Online. 8 weekly 3-hour webinars. Pre-registration required.
2021 WFFA Annual Meeting
Monday, April 26, 2021 - 1:00pmHeathman Lodge, Vancouver, WA
Call for Abstracts: 11th Northwest Climate Conference. The call for abstracts for the 11th
Northwest Climate Conference is open. You may submit abstracts for oral presentations, poster
presentations and special sessions. Abstracts are due November 27, 2020. The 11th Northwest
Climate Conference will take place online on April 6-8, 2021
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Comments or questions about the CCLC partnership or this newsletter?
Do you have landscape conservation news to share?
Contact John Mankowski, CCLC Partnership Facilitator.
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